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MONROE CONSERVATION AND WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION 

MINUTES
General Meeting

Date:  12/1/10

            Time:  7:30-9:40 p.m.


Place: Town Hall

Attendance:
See Attendance Log Attached
Commission Chair: Michael O’Reilly

Vice Chair: Gail Bunovsky

Secretary:  Karen Burnaska, Temporary Secretary

Treasurer: Christine Clark

Attachments: None
	Topic
	Discussion
	Recommendations Action
	Responsible Person/Group
	Follow-up Date

	Review of November minutes
	Accepted. Michael to send to the Town Clerk.
	
	All
	

	Public Participation
	Marven Moss stated that the Lake Zoar Authority held a public meeting on November 16, 2010, to discuss issues re: the health and future of Lake Zoar.  Additional meetings will be held in the other communities bordering Lake Zoar.  All communities will be asked to increase their LZA budget by $2,500 for chemical treatment of weeds in the lake.   
	
	
	

	Chairman update
	See items below.
	
	Mike
	1/5/11

	Old Business
	Activities allowed on Centennial Watershed State Forest land.  Bev shared a letter from Brian Roach of Aquarion.  It would be helpful to have maps of the Aquarion land in Monroe that was protected in 2002. 
	 Bev will check with Aquarion on the availability of maps of water company land in Monroe.
	Bev
	1/5/11

	Conservationist of the month
	Marilyn Greenberg was conservationist of the month for November.  The Monroe teacher who helped with the PRI clean up will be contacted to be the December conservationist. 
	
	Christine
	1/5/11

	Recommendations on proposed land use changes
	 No new proposals.  The development on Turkey Roost Road is before P&Z again.  The question arose as to what portion of the land in question, if any, is dedicated for open space.


	Cindy will look into the original proposal.
	Cindy
	1/5/11

	POCD and Liaison
	The P&Z Commission will hold a public hearing on December 14, 2010.  Note:  See below under PRI.  The Commission will send wording to P&Z requesting the PRI initiative be included in the POCD.
	
	Gail
	1/5/11

	Open space inventory 
	 Mike is almost done with mapping protected open space and water company land.  Next he will color in open land adjacent to the protected open space that can be considered for protection.
	Mike and Bob will continue working on the map.
	Bob and Mike
	1/5/11

	Topic
	Discussion
	Recommendations Action
	Responsible Person/Group
	Follow-up Date

	Land acquisition fund
	The ordinance is still being reviewed by elected officials.
	Mike will follow-up.
	Mike
	1/5/11

	Open Space Plan
	Members are continuing to read plans from Shelton and Redding.
	Members will draft language to be included in the Plan.
	All
	1/5/11

	New Land Acquisition
	No developments on properties already identified.
	
	Mike
	1/5/101

	Pequonnock River Initiative (PRI)
	Members discussed their recent walk of the northern section of the Pequonnock River and concern for septic problems adjacent to the river.  The Commission will review a septic ordinance in use in a coastline town that requires pumping and inspection of septic systems every three years.  In regards to development in the Pequonnock River Watershed, the Commission discussed the concept of a “zero net discharge” requirement for any new development.  Scott Schatzlein will convene a meeting of town officials to discuss the PRI.  

Finally, the Commission agreed it would submit “wording” to P&Z referencing the PRI with the goal of protecting and improving the Pequonnock River Watershed. 

Note:  Comments from Aquarion re: the Pequonnock River are included under “New Business.”


	Next meeting of the PRI is Tuesday, December 14, 2:00 p.m., Beardsley Zoo.

Mike will obtain a copy of the septic ordinance from Chris Cryder.

Mike will get additional information on “zero net discharge” for new development from Scott Schatzlein.

Mike will draft language re: the PRI, in collaboration with Ron Bunovsky,  to submit to P&Z.
	All
	1/5/11

	Boys Halfway River Trail
	No new information.
	  
	Mike
	1/5/11

	New Business
	Marven Moss reported that he talked with the video class at Masuk and J. Pappas and they are interested in working on a project re: the PRI that includes water quality and future development.  He also talked with the CT Forest and Park Association and got the name of a “trail volunteer” who lives in Shelton.  Finally, he discussed his conversation with staff at Marian Heights re: their property.

Bev Doyle stated that Aquarion is concerned with the West Branch of the Pequonnock River, primarily where it goes into the reservoir.  Aquarion is willing to do a        project with the Commission for Earth Day to bring awareness of the importance of the Pequonnock River Watershed.  It was suggested that the Commission work with both Aquarion and the Masuk video class on a Earth Day project/event.

Lois Spense told the Commission about the recent CACIWC conference and a workshop she attended on how to maximize Conservation Commission input to P&Z.  She gave Mike a memo from the workshop.  Lois also stated that she talked with the Chair of the Trumbull Conservation Commission who is interested in starting a dialog with Monroe about a joint effort in single stream re-cycling.  It was discussed that, possibly, Christine Clark could follow up with Trumbull.
	Begin planning for an Earth Day project/event.

Follow up with Trumbull re: working together on a single stream recycling program.
	Marven and Bev
	1/5/11

	Agenda Items for next meeting
	No suggestions were presented.
	
	
	

	Meeting adjourned at 9:40 pm
	Next meeting is January 5, 2011.
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	Secretary
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	Treasurer
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	5
	Cindy Ambrosey
	Member
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	Robert Martin
	Member
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	Member
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	Beverly Doyle
	Member
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	P
	P
	P
	P

	
	Ranger Dave Solek
	Advisor
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	Staff
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	Advisor
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